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JsATAH xX1. II, 12. ’ 


The burden of Dumab. He called to me out of Seir, Watchman, 
what of the night? Watthman, what of the night? The Watch- 


man faid, the mirning cometh, and ajo the night. 
{Concluded from page 4c9 ] 


2. I SEE, or think I fee, a lowering appearance; a profpect 
of clouds collecting, which will darken the day, and at 
length bring ona difnal night of darknefs, unlefs it pleate 
God by (ome means or other to difperfe them. 
In {peaking of this point, I fhall not, in my own mind, 


confine myfelf to any one party or denomination of Chiife 
ans. 
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430 A Sermon on the prefent 


The doétrines taught in this country are, as far as I am ac- 
quainted, generally found and good ; calculated to inftru& the 
ignorant, awaken the fecure, lead awakened finners to Chrift, 
comfort mourners in Zion, ttrengthen and eftadlith the weak, 
and lead to holinefs of life. But to me it appears that fome 
of our doétrine fmells too ftrong of antinomianifm, fome of 
arminiani(m, and that fome is a heterogeneous mixture of both, 
Where in defcribing a work of grace and fhewing the character 
of a chriftian, repentance, faith, love, joy, and other eminent 
exercifes are chiefly infifted upon, and the nature of gofpel obe- 
dience very little explained, inculcated and urged as the pro- 
per evidence of a found converfion : where a number of moral 
and religious duties are negleéted by profeflors, and this ne- 
glect feldom or never pointed out and reproved, there is a 
great tendency to antinomianifm. Where the do¢trine of the 
final perfeverance of the faints is taught without diftinétly 
thewing wherein it confifts—-without fhewing that it confifts 
in going on from one degree of ftrength to another, in a life 
of faith, love and gofpel obedience: taught foas to induce peo- 
ple to believe that converfion, or a go a fet of experiences, is 
all : that once in covenant and always in covenant, le: a per- 
fon live as he will: I fay when perfeverance is taught in fuch 
a manner as to lead to this, there is at leaft a ftrong tinéture 
of antinomianifm. Perhaps the preacher would not teach this 
doctrinewn-exprefs terms, but if he teach it in words that 
tend to this, it amounts to nearly the fame thing. 

Some, on the other hand, feem to me to hold out life and 
falvation to be obtained on certain conditions, to be perform- 
ed in cbedience to fome new law of grace; which do@rine, if 
carefully examined, will appear to make falvation as truly im- 
pofible to depraved man, as it is by the old law or covenant 
of works. Great comfort and confolation is held out to be- 
lievers, on condition of their faithfulnefs, withour informing 
them in what thax faithfulnefs confifts, what degree of it is re- 
quilite, or fuggelting any fufficient reafon for them to hope 
they will continue faithful. This appears to me to be confo- 
lation which no well informed chriftian, who knows his own 
heart, poflibly can, or dare to take. Giveme no better foun- 
dation to re{t myghopes upon than this, and [ muft fink into 
black defpair. I had rather derive my confolation from this 
promife of God to his people: that they fhould be kept by 
his power, not in unbelief, but through faith unto falvation. 
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Sometimes there is in our difcourfes a ftrange heterogene- 
Ous mixture of antinomianifin, arminianifm, and I may add, 
calvinifm: calvinifm, perhaps; in the beginning, antinomian- 
ifm in the middle, and arminianifm at the end of a fermon; 
which mixture muft make a ftrange appearance toa well in- 
formed mind, who has adopted any well digefted confiftent 
{y{tem. 

The important fcripture doctrine of divine influences in a 
work of conviction, converfion and fanétification, is, I believe, 
generallytaught in our land. But fome, if I underftand them 
right, approach too near to the reprefenting of it as a mere 
‘mechanical ,work, without confidering the word of God as 
the mean by which the Spirit works in producing the excel 
lent effet. Others again, if I take them up right, leave in 
this work but very little for the Divine Spirit to do; after the 
infpiration of the holy Scriptures.* Both thefe, I apprehend, 
are departures from the principles of the reformation, and, 
what is more, departures from the written word of God}; for 
true chriftians are born again, not of corruptibie feed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth, and abideth 
forever; they are born of the Spirit, created in Chritt Jefus 
unto good works. 

The religion which is taught and embraced among us, is 
experimental. Indeed, that religion which is not experien.- 
ced, is of little value, and will finally be of no advantage, 
But while we are teaching this experimental religion, too lit- 
tle attention is paid to the practical part. Faith, love, repent- 
ance, which are commonly called the graces of the Holy Spi- 
rit, becaufe wrought by his agency, are earneftly inculcated ; 
but humility, meeknefs, temperance, brotherly kindnefs, their 
infeparable concomitants, together with an uniform holy prac- 
tice, are too feldom mentioned, and too fparingly infifted on. 
This fault may be obferved in the converfation of profeflors 
on religious experiences, and in experimental preaching, It 
flops too foon: it leaves out fome important, and 1 may fay 
efiential properties of a found converiion. 


Ll2 


* Thetruth is, the Spirit works by the word. One extreme is, the word 
works without the Spirit, -(that is, the third perfon of the Trinity.) The 
other extreme is, the Spirit works without the word. The firlt of thefe ex- 
tremes leads to 'egslity, and is a ftep towards denying the perfonality of the 
Holy Ghoit ; the other leads to enthufiafm. , 
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As to difcipline, I fear a wrong method is taken in admit. 
ting young members to communion : a method that is difho- 
nouring to religion and injurious to the fouls of men. Ie often 
buoys them up witha vain conceit+that they are true chriftians, 
when there is no proper evidence that they underftand what 
chriftianity is. Too difproportionate a regard is paid to 
experiences ; too little to knowledge and found profeffion. 
They are faid to be received into communion on the profeffion 
of their faith, when properly fpeaking they have never made 
a profeffion of the effential doctrines of chriftianity. Some 
are admitted who do not underftand the firft principles of 
chriftianity, and who make no profeffion of its effential doc- 
trines. [t does not appear from all they fay whether they 
believe there is one or more Gods; or that Jefus Chriit is 
the Son of God; or that there will be a refurrection and 
future judgment; or that they underftand what is the nature 
and ufe of the ordinances of baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper. 
Now this | think is altogether without fcripture warrant, 
contrary to the dictates of reafon, and difhonouring to the 
religion we profefs; e{pecially where the important “bufinefe 
of catechifing i is as much negle¢ted as it is in our country, 

If this duty of catechifing is neglected a little longer, we 
are in great danger of being overfpread with a dark cloud of 
ignorance.....gnorance of the fundamental doétrmes and du- 
ties of that religion, which we profefs to believe. The care 
Prefbyterians have formerly taken in teaching youth the firit 
principles of religion, has been of great advantage, not only 
to themfelves, but alfo to other denominations, and to the 
common coufe of chriftianity. Even thofe who cenfure them 
for their head knowledge, have reafon to blefs God, that they 
have been fo careful to preferve it: for others, while they 
have been {peaking againft it, enjoy in fome meafure, the 
benefit of it: the benefit filently and infenfibly dtffufed itfeif 
among them. 

Here let me obferve, that though we do not fully approve 
of the Englifh hierarchy, and of the opulence of fome of the 
Englifh clergy, yet we have all reafon to be thankful to the 
great Ruler of the world and of the church, that there has been 
fuch a fet of men raifed up in the chriftian world, as the 
Englith bifhops. They howe been in the courfe of divine 
providence, the great skwatk which has defended the chris 
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tian caufe againft the many formidable and violent attacks of 


its foes. Men in the vale of poverty, never could procure. 


the neceffury means of defence, that extenlive knowledge re- 
guifite for the purpofe. But this by the bye. 

In the government of church membersy I think, a laudable 
care has been taken by all denominations to reftrain and dif- 
countenance what is cfteemed grofs immorality, by excluding 
the openly vicious from their communion. I fear, however, 
Proper attention has not ‘been paid to families. Children and 
fervants are fuffered to live in-ignorance of the firft princi- 
ples of religion; and the authority which God has given to 
the heads of families for edification is not ufed, as it ought to 
be, for the fupprefling of vice, and encouragement of piety and 
virtue. Servants are allowedto fquander away the facred hours 
of the Sabbath in idlenefs and wickednefs. ‘This is fogeneral, 
that if an individual attempts to govern his fervants as he 
ought to do, his attempt is fruftrated by the example of 
others, The liberty we take, and allow cur families totake, 
on the Sabbath day, without any notice or reftraint, would 
induce a ftranger to believe we were generally become anti- 
fabbatarians. The holy Sabbath is in fact a day devoted to 
the fervicé of the flefh and the devil, and is the occafion of 
children, fervants and others, improving in the knowledge 
and practice of vice, beyond what they, without a Sabbath, 
would ever attain to. That which in itfelf} and in the end 
of its inftitution, is a great blefling, is perverted and turned 
into acurfe. To have our youth trained up in the knows 


great importance to civil and religious fociety. ‘This is toa 
little attended to by churches aid theit\officers; which omiSw » 


fion is glaringly abfurd, efpecially in thofé who practice infant 
baptifm. | 
Church officers, in the exercife of difcipline, attend to the 
honour of religion and credit of the chriltian profefion; but 
do not always aim enough at the repentance, reformation and 
falvation of offenders. The end of d:fcipline is not merel 
to purge the church by cafting out offenders; but alfo by 
bringing them back to the bofom of the church hy repentance 
and reformation. Here I think we are often, if not always 
d:-ficient. We take up a bad opinion of an offender, lofe our 
affection for him, and therefore neglect our duty. : 








ledge and practice of religion and found morals, ts a matter of. 
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Thus have I given you a view, according to my beft in - 
formation, of the ftate of religion in this ftate. The morning 
cometh and alfo the night. 

But is the morning of the millennium at hand? Is the latter 
day glory approaching? the time when “ the ftone that was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, fhall break in pieces 
the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver, and the gold, and be- 
come a great mountain filling the whole earth.” 

This queftion is too deep for me: “ the times and feafons 
the Father hath referved in his own power.’”’ Allow me on 
this occafion to venture a conjegture or two. I anfwer, net 
very near. My reafons for this are, 

1. The kingdom of Chrift is a kingdom of peace and love; 
and there is too little of this temper found among chriftians, 
and even among chriftian minifters. ‘There is top much of 
a {pirit of party, and difpofition for party cebates. Minifters 
and other chriftians are too apt to be endeavouring to expofe 
to ridicule their chriftian brethren, who do not think, in fome 
points, like themfelves. There evidently appears a difpofition 
to hunt for profelvtes, and not that open, candid {pirit, which 
is neceflary for union of endeavours in promoting the king- 
dom of Chrift, Though I hope there is lefs of this temper 
prevailing now, than there was a few years ago, There is toa 
much pride, felf-confidence and cenforioufnefs among pro- 
feffors, and too little meeknefs, forbearance, and of that * cha- 
rity which hopeth all things,’ for us to expect that glorious 
day near at hand. 

2. The cuftem of drinking ardent fpirits, not as a medi- 
cine, but to pleafe the tafte, to comply with fafhion, or to fhew 
generofity, is too common and prevalent among _profeffors ; 
and tou many of them are employed in furnifhing that perni- 
cious bane to the morals of mankind. Profeflors muft be 
cured of this evil before we can rationally expect to fee that 
glorioys morning, They muft find fomething elfe to do with 
the furplus of their wealth,and lay it up as treafure in heaven. 

3: Uhe wealth and the honours of this world are too high- 
ly rated, and too much efteemed by profeflors. “They purfue 
wealth with a view to their own and their children's worldly 
aggrandifement ; with a view to the elegancies and the luxu- 
ries of life ; and not with a view to /aying up treafure in hea- 
ven; not torelieve the wants and real neceffities of the poor; 
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not to affift in propagating the gofpel through the world; not 
in training up promifing youth, that they may be qualified for 
the important fervices of Chrift’s church ; not in fending out 
miffionaries to the poor heathen, who “ fit in darknefs and 
the fhadow of death.” Some are fo bent upon the pomps or 
elegancies of life, as to involve themfelves in debt, and neglec 
to do juttice to their creditors by difcharging their obligati- 
ons, Profeffors do very little more for promoting the king- 
dom of God by their wealth than others, and feem to be as 
infenfible of their obligations to “ honour the Lord with their 
fubftance.”” It is true there have lately been fome noble ex- 
amples fet in England, and fome in America; but the gene- 
rality of wealthy profeflors feem inclined to look on and com- 
mend thefe examples, rather than to realife themfelves under 
any obligations to imitate them. We have fome preachers 
among us, who have fo great a regard to the caufe of Chrift as 


to facrifice their worldly profpects, the intereft of their families, 


their eafe, and the health of their bodies in order to promote it, 
But others, in much more affluent circumftances, lock on, 
commend them as examples of difintereftednefs, and feem to 
think they have no more to do with the matter, and that their 
eftates were given them merely for worldly purpofes, Let 
others labour, and fpend, and fuffer in the caufe of Chrift; as 
for them, they mean to go to heaven by praying and finging, 
repenting and believing, I think a different fpirit will be 
found among profefiors, before the gofpel takes a general 
fpread in the world. 

4. [t appears to me probable, that before the millennium 
there will rife up a fet of evangelical preachers, who will more 
fully realife that the kingdom of Chrift is not of this world; 
and fo difengage themfelves from national attachments and 
political connexions, as to look upon themf-lves, and to be 
looked upon by others, as citizens of the world at large, and 
equally friends to every nation under heaven; aud thus finda 
more eafy accefs to every part of the world, without fufpicion 
of any political intrigue or mifchievous defign : and that by 
exemplifying and inculcating the chriftian {pirit, they will be 
the inftruments of uniting the nations of the earth in love, and 
deftroying that national pride and thofe animoficies, which 
have lung deluged the a blood. Mankind will then 
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live in love and “learn war no more.” The hiftories of hee 
roes wil. cealfe to be admired——The Nebuchadnezzars, the 
Alexanders, the Marlboroughs, the Cromwells and the Bona- 
partes will no longer be fet up as examples, in forming the 
morals of youth. The hiftory of Jefus Chrift and of the A- 
poltle of the Gentiles will be eile preferred before them. 
5. Another reafon, and none of the leat, for my thinking 
the millennium not very near, is the prevalence of arbi trary 
power in the world; and particularly that the profeffors of 
chriftianity are not right ly difpofed to “ break every yoke and 
Jet the oppreff-d go free.” They are fo attached to the idol, 
intereft, that they find not in their hearts to do juftice in this 
refpect, to do a they would be done by.” Their judgments 
are in favour of it, but they have not hearts to act; they will 
not adopt and purfue any rational plan for accomplifhing the 
righteous purpofe. For my own part, I have no hopes that 
the world will enjoy the bright beams of this glorious morn 
ing, while this iniquity abounds and is pradlifed by chriftians. 
1. Let us return humble thanks and praife to a gracious 
God and Redeemer, that he has in any meafure revived the 
things that remained, that were ready todie. I believe that 
the uncommon largenefs of our aflemblies, and efpecially on 
facramental occafions, and the extraordinary appearances and 
exercHes on thefe .occafions, have induced many to believe 
the revival to be much greater than it is, or ever has been; 
yet I am fatisfied from my own chbexveninns, that there are a 
goodly number, who have been and are flocking to Jefus as 
doves to their windows, and turning from the practice of vices 
of various kinds, to walk in the paths of virtue ; and the face 
of fome whole neighbourhoods changed for the better. Though 
it is a truth much to be lamented, that there are multitudes 
among us, who remain carelefs and quite negligent of the one 
thing “peediul: many appear to be hardening in finemany 
going on in the broad road of vice and impiety to deftrudtion 3 
many looking up in obftinate prejudices, rifing from dheie 
diflike to vital religion, ftrengthened by the imprudent zeal 
of fome honeft friends to the caufe, and fome carried away 
with enthufiaftic errors, yet many of the profeffors of religion 
have been much quickened, revived and comforted, an are 
now rejoicing in God as the portion of their Sula - and 


many poor finners, as | intimated, are flocking to Jefus ag 
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doves to their windows, and turning to the Lord. Praife ye 


the Lord, aid magnify him forever. Efpecially let us glorify - 


his name by living the lives of chriftians, and following the 
example of the Lord Jefus; this is the beft way of expre fing 
our thanks, and praifing his gracious name, 

2. It is matter of joy andthankfulnefs to find fo much of 
a fvirit of prayer and fupplication among the people of God, 
Let us endeavcur to cultivate it more and more. Ac the fame 
time we fhould diftinguifh between the humble, folemn, fer. 

ent pleadings of faith, and a bold noily kind of earneftnefs; 
at the fame time making proper charitable allowances for 
difference of custom, in different places and fecieties. In 
general, where there is meft of this {pirit cf prayer among 
chriftians, there are the moft finners inquiring what they 
fhal! do to be favec: the moft converts to God, ard the moft 
added to the communion of the church. Let us endeavor to 
pray without ceafing, with all manner of prayer and fupplica- 
tion: and not found our hopes upon appearances, but upon 
the grace and power of Gad, and the merits and intercefiion 
of Jefus Christ. Let us not limit the holy One of Ifrael; but 
perfevere in our duty; contented that God fheuld work 
when and how he pleales. 

3. Let us honeftly and carefully fearch into and find out 
every thing which has a tencency to bringona gloomy night, 
lamenting before God with deep humil.tv and peniience of 
heart, and diligently labour to reform. Let the people ftrive 
to find out whatever miftakes they have run into; whatever 
duties they have neglected; whatever has been amifs in their 
temper and conduct, and endeavour to reform without delay. 
Ket us all engage with all our hearts in prefent incumbent 
duty; minifters labour faithfully in difcharge of the varicus 
duties of their function, and the people enceurage and fupport 
them fn it, with cheerfulnefs of heart. Let us carefully avoid 
that f{piritual pride, which puffs up the mind with vain con- 
ceit, and felf confidence; that enthufiafm thatleads the mind 
away from the facred oracles, to fo'low the rovings of a difor- 
dered imagination, as the infallible guidance of the holy {pirit; 
and that fpirit of contention with our brethren of whatever 
name, which grieves the fpirit of God, and deftroys love and 
peace, If we are obliged to contend earneftly for the truth, 
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Jet us do it in meeknefs and love, never returning railing for 
railing. 

4. I would take the liberty to fay afew words to thofe who 
diflike the prefent work, and are turned oppofers. I elteem 
it the highest of uncharitablenefs, to treat all who oppofe this 
work as oppofers of the life and power of religion. Thofe 
who take different views of the fame fubject, form different 
views about it, and confequently ebferve a different conduc& 
with relation to it. I believe fome of the fincere friends of 
the work, have more effeétually injured it by unguarded ad- 
dreffes and rath cenfures, than thof oppofers have by all they 
have faid and done. The Lord pity and forgive human 
weaknefs! [t is poffible there may be fome who would be 
pleafed and happy, could they be perfuaded the prefent revivah 
was areal revival of true religion: but they fee, or rather 
hear, of fo many things which appear to them incapable of 
being reconciled to reafon or fcripture, that they cannot draw 
the pleafing conclufion. As to fuch, | would recommend it 
to them honeftly to labour to diveft themielves of all the pre- 
judices they have imbibed; to endeavour to make all the al- 
Jowances they reafonabiy can for human weaknefs and mif- 
takes ; to pay no regard to flying ftories, efpecially reports of 
thofe who are violent oppofers; get acquainted with, not one 
or two, but a number of the fubjects of this work; come near 
the object, view it impartially and on every fide, particularly 
try to make yourfclves acquainted with thofe things, the re- 
port of which, has given you the greateft difgust. “hen you 
may probably fee reafon to believe it to be a work of divine 
grace, may heartily own and encourage it, though you may 
not like feveral attending circumftances. Perhaps there never 
has been a revival of religion fince the days of pentecost, free 
from all blemifhes. You will not be difpofed to deny the 
charms of a beautiful lady, becaufe fhe has one or two ftains 
on her drefs. 


A Sermon on the prefent 


Others are oppofers of this work, becaufe it oppofes them. - 


It oppofes the religion of fome and will not let them rett. 
They think they are chriftians, and know they are efteemed 
fo by others. They have long entertained hopes of heaven 
and immortal glory; and have had the reputation of worthy 
refpectable members of the church on earth. Shall they now 
give up all their hopes of heaven and reputation on earth; 
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and fet themfelves down as poor law condemned, unconverted 
finners. “This they. mutt do if thefe people are in the right: 
If theirs is true religion, they are total ftrangers toit. Here 
is fomething very hard to fwallow, and equally hard to digeft. 
This makes them wifh to find as many faults as they can, 
and fets them to hunting for them with diligence; they 
commonly prove too fuccefsful; they find fome diforder in 
the worhip of thefe people, fomething that appears whitfical 
or enthuliaftic, fome wrong fentiments, or fome irregularity 
of conduct. This greatly comfurts their hearts, and gives 
them a violent hatred of the new religion, | They purfue it 
bitterly, as a man purfues his enemy. [hey do not mourn 
over these faults of their fellow creatures, they ufe no means 
to reclaim them; but frequently mention rbeis faults with - 
bitternefs and triumph. It any of this defeription are now 
hearing me, let me advife you my dear friends, ferioufly to 
paufe and confider what you are about. Are you not o;po- 
fing a work of God's in defence of your own ‘a'fe hopes; 
have you any fcriptural evidence that you have any better 
religion than this you are oppoling 5 do you feel the exercife 
of itin your hearts, and do you manifeit it in your lives? 
Perhaps you are offended at fome expreffing an aflurance of 
their gracious ftate, and think it nothing but pride and delu- 
fion. If you can live without aflurance, is it not a ftrong 
argument that you are void of the fear of God? Is it matter 
of offence to you, that thofe who are juttified, adopted, and 
fanctified, fhould have aflurance of God’s love, peace of con- 
fcience, and 3 joy in the Holy Ghoft ? 

This work oppofes the vices of others, and therefore the 
cannot bear it. Lt fhedsa glare of Hiaht upon their confcience 
that is intolerable. “They were living fecure and ¢: afy in fin; 
hoping they fhouid have peace, though they add attene nnefs 
to thirft, and committed other open iniguitics. The doc- 
trine preached among this people, is fo terrible; 7 reprefents 
lin as fo great an evil, my conduct fo very finfl, the anger 
of God fo intolerab!<, hell fo awful; that if it is true, Tam 
undone forever.” This ftirs up the mind and fets it im fearch 
of falfe doétrines, of delufions, of blunders in profeflors, of 
hypocrites, of any thing that will undervalue the work, eafe 
the confcience, and embo!lden the mind in fin. Let me afk 
lych, is it worfe to be repenting, forfaking fia, flying from 
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the wrath to come, crying for mercy, hearing fermens, pray. 
ing and finging praifes to God; and even to {pend wholé days 
and nights at thefe exercifes; than in debauchery, curfing and 
fwearing, drinking and revelling, gaming and cheating, quar- 
relling and fighting, or even fiddling and dancing ?* If the 
meflenger, death, fhould be fent for you, which of thefe fcenes 
would you rather be engaged-in? From which would you 
rather ftep out of time and appear at the bar of a holy God? 
ifthe former, ftop: you are not only oppofing this work, but 
you are oppofing the light of your own conicience, and fight. 
ing again{t your own fouls. Whether thefe people be right, 
Or no, you are certainly wrong; you are fiyners not only 
condemned by the do¢trine they preach, and which is found 
in facred writ, but alfo by your own confciences. At leatt 
let thefe people alone; turn your attention to yourfelves, and 
feek faivation in earneft, or you are undone forever. 

5. Let us minifters, as well as others, honeftly inquire 
into our own miftakes, our omiffions of duty, and our errors 
incondu&t. Let us realize the great danger of provoking the 
Lord to withdraw his divine influences, and Jeave us and our 
people in darknefs. If in any places, or in any meafure, he 
has forfaken us and difowned our labours, Jet us inquire with 
humble and fincere hearts, whether it be not our faults ; and 
if it is, let us repent, confefs, forfake and reform. Inftead of 
giving ourfelves up to defpondency and difcouraging com- 
plaints, let us in humble dependence on divine grace, exert 
all our powers to promote a clearer knowledge, and a more 
rational, fcriptural, deep, folemn and abiding fenfe of true 
practical religion on our hearts. Since this work began, [ 
have heard much ‘aid of, and againft oppofers; but let us, 
who profefs to be friends to it, take heed left we ourfelves 
make not the molt fuccelsful oppofition to this gracious and 
glorious work of God, If we flacken in the work, if we 
jeave the altar and ferve mammon, if we get to running after 
new notions, if we give ourfelves up to defpondencies, if we 
are {trenuous to defend every circumftance attending this 
work, as if effential to it; if we fpend our time in cenfuring 
others, and biting and devouring one another, tf we reprefent 
all as oppofers of true religion, who are not pleafed with 
every thing, and pronounce damnation upon them, we moft 
cfetually injure the caufe ourfelves. In my opinion, all the 
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oppofers on earth or hell will never ftop the work, or prevent 
its happy effects, if we do not contribute our part to the op- 
politions 

Let us be unitedin chriftian love and affetion, like a band 
of brothcrs, all engaged in purfuit of one great objcét, the 
promotion of the kingdom of Ged’s grace. Let us ftudy to 
preferve unity in the! faith,.as much as poflible; be cf one 
mind and ofone heart, ~~ 

My opinion is, that the fcheme of doctrines commonly 
called THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE; the fcheme of do@rine 
that produccd the reformation from the great apcftacy, that 
was fupported and defended by the reformers, that is found in 
the confeffions of the reformed churches of Germany, of the 
United Netherlands, of Bohemia, of Scotland, of England, 
hic, that has produced every noted revival from the reformas 
tion to the prefent day, and which we have adopted at our 


| licenfure or ordination, is entitled to great refpcét. J do not 


er 


pretend to juftify every fentiment, much lefs every exprefiion, 


sof thefe firft reformers; yet I will fay, that every different 


fcheme which has fallen under my notice, while I was capable 
of invefting them, has appeared to me deficient or felf-incons 
fiftent. This fcheme has been examined by the ableft men, 
and has ftood the teft for hundreds of years, and I think will, 
until the great burning day. There have been revivals where 
other dodtrines have been mixed with thefe; but thefe have 
been taken into, and make an effential part of every fucccfeful 
{cheme. 

Iff am rightly informed, when the Prefbyterians in England 
forfook this fyftem, religion among them foon languifhed, and 
their particular churches funk into contempt, and almoft into 
nun-exiftence. In fome of them the old religion was revived, 
and the doétrines of grace again preached; on which thefe 
churches arofe almoft from the dead, and became flourifhing 
focieties. The eftablifhed churches of England and Ireland, 


i how did they lofe the fpirit of picty when thefe do@rines were 


telinquifhed! Buta few years ago, when a number of miniflers 
ievived the ancient fyftem, the life and power of religion again 
appeared among them. ‘Thus it has beer and thus 1 think 
it will be, whenever the experiment is tried. 

In the beginning of the American revolution, what wifdom 
was there in the American counfels, and in their déterminati-« 





ae SF 


s » - ee ee —— 
: Sees TD RN SE A AEE Et < = te 
~— tent > - 
est oem a aes SE 3 ane Eee ee a 
Ne a a est eae oe ‘epi os Pe 




















442 A Sermon on the prefent 


ons ! How deeply and wifely did they inveftigate the rights of 
men and the principles of government !) Was it becaute they 
were better and wifer men than ever exifted before? No; 
but becaufe they knew that on the principles they then adopt- 
ed, the line of conduét they then purfued, depended their poli- 
tical falvation ; that they were to live or die by thefe princi- 
ples. ‘The neceffity of thefe circumftances made them wife 
and faithful. When this neceflity was removed, independence 
eftablithed and peace obtained, they foon began to jar and 
clafh ; one adopted one fyftem and anotheranother ; and the 
Americans did not appear to be wifer than other people. In 
a fimilar fituation were the firft reformers. By the principles 
of religion which they then adopted they were to die. They 
therefore laboured thoroughly to examine every article, totry 
them by the written word, and take nothing upon truft,— 
When this nec: flity was removed, men ran into various er- 
rors and inconfiltencies, and often do fo ftiil, to the great cor- 
ruption of the truth, difhonour of religion, and injury of the 
fouls of men. Burt I think, whenever religion revives and 
flourifhes, there is a recurrence to firft principles, and the an- 
cient fyftem of doétrine again comes into credit. I do not 
mean that we fhould be confined to ancient fyitems, and not 
inquire and judge for ourielves. ‘This we ought to do; but 
do it with proper modefty, deliberation and diligence; and ne- 
ver try todiltinguifh ourfelves by advancing new notions, 
poorly digefted, and but half underftood. Efpecially fhould 
innovations in doétrines be avoided, as much as poffible, ina 
time of revival ; for they naturally tend to check a revival, by 
turning the fpirit of it into a fpirit of difputation. ‘They fee 
the minds of men in motion to find out arguments for and a- 
gainft the new opinions, and thereby turn off the attention 
from the “one thing needful,”’ and dettroy the life and power 
of godlinefs ; at leaft it deftroys that mutual love and conf- 
dence that fhould unite the hearts of chriftians, and efpecially 
chriftian minifters. 

My dear brethren, it is very probable that this is the laft 
time I fhal! ever addrefs you, in the character of a Moderator 
of any of your judicatures ; therefore indulge mea little lon- 
ger in venting the affectionate feelings of my heart. I would 
acknowledge with fenfibility, that you have for many years 
treated me with that refpect which is due toa father in the 
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church: and though I have been confcious of the weaknefs of 
a younger brother, I have felt, and do feel, fomething of that 
affection for you, and anxious care for your happinets, credit 
and ufefulnefs, that becomes a father. 

The evidence | have had, amidft the infirmities incident to 
human nature, of your faithfulne{s and integrity, efpecially in 
tranfacting the butinefs of our ecclefiaftical courts, has given 
me peculiar fatisfacttion. Goon with increafing faithfulnefs 
and wifdom. Through the moft unmerited gocdnefs of God, 
we.have had fome “ times of refrefhing from the prefence of 
the Lord.” I congratulate you on this account, and call up- 
on you to join in giving thanks and praife toa God of infinite 
love, that he has condefcended in any meafure to own and 
blefs the labours of fuch unworthy creatures as we know our- 
felves to be. Let-former inftances of his goodnefs encourage 
your hearts to perfevere in the way of your duty; and endea- 
vour to go on with increafing diligence and faithfulnefs. In 
a little while I fhall go hence, and the place which knows me 
now will know me no more: but the thought that when I am 
laid in the filent grave, you will furvive, and be labouring to 
promote the kingdom of God’s grace and the falvation of pre- 
cious fouls, is a plealing, comfortable thought to me under the 
decline of nature. 

Endeavour to improve yourfelves in knowledge as far as 
you can; and efpecially in the knowledge of the facred {crip- 
tures and the human heart. ‘This you fhould do not only for 
the benefit of others, that you may be mafter builders, who 
need not be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth; but 
alfo for your own perfonal benefit: that you may know and 
do the will of God, that you may imbibe more and more of the 
chriftian temper, and be more fully caft into the gofpel mould. 
The knowledge that minifters fhould fearch for, fhould be all 


practical, or fubfervient fomehow to holy practice. The re- | 


formation of their own hearts and lives, and thofe of their fel- 


low men, fhould be the great objeé of all their ftudies and 


labours, Leave other things to other men: leave agriculture 
and the mechanic arts to farmers and mechanics : leave war 
and the government of nations to foldiers and politicians, and 
attend chiefly to the reformation of the principles and prac- 
tices of men, and the falvation of their fouls. Improve in 
knowledge while you are capable of it, left you fhould, as [ 
have done, lament the want of it when it is too late. Donct 
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let ftraitened circumftances, or any other confideration, ins 
duce you to entertain your seople withempty, loofc, indigefi+ 
ed harangues, in your ftated public addrefies to thea; Avoid 
this as far as you pofibly can, It has been a great fatisfaétion 
to me fince the prefent revival, to find that my brethren have 
fo generally avoided this method, that they were-careful to fill 
their difcourfes with ufeful, important matter. I rejoiced the 
more in this, becaufe in times of revival the temptation to 
this method is very {trong, and when minifters give way to 
it, they nerehy fuliain an injury which they fcarcely recover 
all their days. 

Endeavour as well and as faft as you can, in prefent cir 
cumitances, to train up a pious, fenfible, prudent and learned 
miniftry. You know my fentiments are not fo rigid as fome 
about what is called a liberal education: yet I am fully per- 
fuaded of the utility and importance of earning ; of much more 
Jearning than moft of us are pofleffed of. None complain 
that this food is bitter, but thofe who never tafted it. Should 
the Prefbyterians adopt the fame plan in this refpe@, that fome 
other focieties have done, and fhould it thereby become gene 
ral, it would undoubtedly be a great injury, not only to our 
church, but to other churches alfo, to the general intereft of 
chriftianity. Many preachers who negleé&t learning, and 
fome who feem to defpife it, and undervalue thofe who poflefs 
it, are themfelves indebted to the learned for the advantages 
they enjoy. Had all been of their opinion, and acted on their 
principle, we and they fhould have been fitting together in 
heathen darknefs this day. 

If you fhall at any time be evil fpoken of, whether by pro 
feffed friends or avowed foes, whether they be of the fame or 
a different denomination ; whether they be atheifts, deifts, or 
chriftians, firft inquire honeftly, whether their charges againft 
you are juft or not. If juft, receive the reproof as from a 
friend, and reform without delay. If unjuft, never feek to 
be revenged, nor retaliate in kind; live the flander out of 
countenance, and think no more about it. Set your faces 
like a flint, and perfevere in fpite of every difficulty and dif- 
couragement in that great and truly honourable employment 
to which you are Called. 

Think but little of worldly dignity, and feek not to be call- 
ed of men Rabbi. The true dignity cf a gofpel minifter is 
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diligence, faithfulnefs, meeknefs and love; a Chrift-like tems 
per and conduct, and many feals to his minitt: ry. It does not 
confift in fine honfes, clotnes, houfes, furniture, or founding 
titles. It dues not contift in bciets fk Hed in the arts of war, 
in being great politicians or wife ftatefmen but in the 
knowledze of.the facred fcriptures, and fkill to direét men to 
heaven and immortal glory. Ina word, the true dignity of 

a gofpel minifter, is to be like the delpited Nazarene. 

Be ye faithful unto death, and you thall reccive a crown of 
life. Ina little time you fhall “xP halve every difficulty, you 
fhall conquer every foe. Sin and all its terrible effeéts thall 
be forever done away; ali the weaknefl-s, the pains, the Ja- 
bours, the toils, and the various temprations of life fhall for- 
ever ceafe—You fhall fit down with Abraham, Ifaac and Ja. 
cob, in the kingdom of heaven, and (perd a happy and glori« 
ous eternity in ‘the full fruition of Ged. In thofe regions 0 
perfect purity and peace, | hope and expe to find an humble 
feat among you, it for one who is lefs than the leaft of all 
faints ; and fpend an eternity in cel. brating the praifes of re- 
deeinin: x love, and adoring all the perfections of the Deity. 
I would now colleé all the powers of my f ul, and bid ven 
an aff-étionate farewell! Finally, my brethren, farewell ! 








[From tie Conn Bicut Evangelical Magazine] 


THOUGHTS 
OW PHE SINNER’S CONTROVERSY WITH GOD. 


\HAT men have a controverfy with God, is abundantly 

taught by his word. The fame is fairly inferred, from 
the evil of their doings. The apoftoli¢ exhorta'ion would be 
pertinent on no other ground: 2 Cor. v. 20. Now then we 
are ambaffadors for Christ; as though God did befeech you by us, 
we pray you in Chriff’s stead be ye ar? to God. 

The {ubjects of divine grace were once enemies; for they 
were by nature children of wrath, even as others. Accord+ 
ingly faith the apeftle to the Colofs. i. a1. And you, wha 
were fome time alienated, and enemies in your mind b 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. ‘The fame spa 
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tle to the Romans fays, The carnal mind is enmity against God. 
But multitudes, who yield fome general aflent to the truth and 
importance of revealed religion, have never been convinced, 
that they were enemies to the true charaéter of Jchovah, and 
thence engaged in an unrighteous controverfy withhim. This 
however, may be true in fa@, though they never were con+ 
vinced of it; and even thouch they imagine, that their whole 
heart is right with God. Men are naturally blind to them- 
felves. It is an high attainment, for any one. to know the 
plague of his own heart. Men are liable to remain ignorant 
of their controverfy with God, by thinking him altogether 
fuch an one as themfelves: To think thus of God, is natural 
to all men, as finners. In this miftake they would always 
continue, unlefs it were retified by a conviction of the truth. 
Men are often kept in blindnefs, as to their controverfy with 
God, and the enmity of their hearts towards him, by a ground- 
lefs perfuafion of his love to them, and that this love will, 
eventually, fecure their happinefs. So long as they remain 
in this miftake, it will be as impoffible to convince them, that 
they are enemies to God, as that they dire€tly hate themfelves, 
which they know is not true. Numbers who feemed to 
themfelves at peace with God, while under this miftake, have 
been afterwards convinced, that they had been making lies 
their refuge. 
The ground of controverfy on the part of men, is a fupreme 
tegard to their own intereft, It is fimilar, in this refpect, to 
all thofe controverfies among men, which originate in their 
f-lfith paffions and Jufts. Men have need only to be apprized 
of the truth, as to the real charaGter and purpofes of Jehovah, 
to fee and know, that their hearts are in dire&t oppofition to 
bim, and his holy government. The truth of this may be 
iluftrated by the following fimilitude. A perfon, in whofe 
‘vieinity I live, and who unites the moft amiable character; 
* with all the requifite means of doing good, has a claim on 
,me toacertain amount. The fum due is not beyond my 

ability to pay, at any time, were I honeftly difpofed. He no- 
“Mires me of his claim, and that the payment cannot be difpen- 

fed.with. I acknowledge his claim, in words, but ftill delay 
«the fatisfaétion; yea, am difhoneft enough to harbour a fecret 
* purpofe of defrauding him out of the whole. This I refolve 
~to'do, ut leaft fo long as it can be done with fafety to my per- 
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ble, to fuch a degree, that with fufficient power, I would not 
merely defraud him of his due, but {poil him of all he pofleffes, 
and enrich myfelf, by his entire ruin. ‘The only reafon, fair- 
ly afiignable is, that my creditor will not facrifice, to my 
felith and d:fhoneft wifhes, what can be no longer difpenfed 
with, confiftently with juftice to himfelf, and with benevo- 
lence to the multitudes, who are always Gependent on his 
charity. 

The application of this fimilitude is plain and eafy. Mifta- 
king at once the character of God, and their own, men ufu- 
ally flatter themfelves that they are at peace with him. They 
are too pure in their own eyes, and withal too blind to the 
plague of their own hearts, to admit, as poffible, that thefe 
fhould be fraught with enmity againft him, though they de- 
fraud him every moment of his due. ‘They can even ima- 
gine themfelves well affeéted towards God, and very thank- 
ful under the receipt of his mercies, while treafuring up unto 
themfelves wrath, in the abufe of them. But let the light 
break in upon their confciences, fo as to fhew them the truth 
of facts; let them fee, that the meafures his infinite benevo- 
lence is taking, to promote his own glory and the happinefs 
of his holy kingdom, muft be deftruétive of all their felfith 
fchemes and hopes; that he has not remitted his claims to 
their whole hearts; that he holds them guilty and condemned, 
and for aught they have prefent reafon to hope, wil] treat 
them as veflels of wrath, fitted for deftrution; yea, that there 
is no hope for them, but in his fovereign and uncovenanted 
mercy ;—!et all this be realized, and the conviétion wil] be 
inevitable, that theirs is the carnal mind, which is enmity 
againft God. Of al] this multitudes are, one time or other, 
convinced, to their confufion and difmay. Of this all muft 
be convinced in time, or by the light of eternity, when there 
will be no hope. 

‘In the view taken of this fubje&t, we fee the fource of ail 
the oppofition which is felt, and often exprefled, to the dif- 
tinguifhing and holy doctrines of the gofpel. We here fee 
the only fource of oppofition to the doétrine of divine decrees, 
election, fovereignty, and diftinguifhing grace. Thefe are 
dostrines revealed and clearly taught, in the word of God. 
As fuch they belong:to men. Were men’s hearts right with 
God,—were thefe filled with that difinterefted and holy love, 
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Power of God, to the falvation of fouls, Though they fail of 
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Hence finally, how Vatt the duty and importance of recon. 
Ciliation to God ! Without this, there can be no pea 
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| a moment’s happinefs, though God fhould admit them te | 
} dwell, eternally in the prefence of hrs glory ! Continuing | 
their cont overfy vith him, they muft cr: lorg fuffer the 
dire execut on of the fente: e-. which is writen for their ac- 
monition, Put thofe mine enemies, t.ho would net that J should 


reign over thm, bring hith.r and fl y them before me. 
TROPHIMUS. 
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LETTERS FROM A POOR MINISTER. 







Zo the Editor of the Londou Evangelical Magazine. 


REV, SIR, 


THE inclofed letter breathes fuch an unaffeéted ftrain _ of 
piety and fubmiffion to the divine will uncer very trying 
circumftunces, that it much imprefles my heart; and fhould 
It excite gratitude in our fouls for more abundant mercies 
in Providence, or teach thofe who are in fimilar circum- 
ftances with the author, to caft their burdens upon the 
fame Almighty, and never-failing Friend, you: will not 
regret its infertion in your Magazine.—I am fure you will 
be glad to hear, that a few Chriftian friends, into whofe 
hands the letter unexpectedly came, have generoufly dif- 
charged the good man’s debts, and fent him a few pounds, 
and an ample fupply of clothing for himfelf and family,— 
So true is that word, “ The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and deliveseth them out of all their troubles.”* 


Palm xxxiv. 17, Your’: 
3 PHILEMON. 


L H-—-—, Nov. 26th, 1800. 


ai” Y dear and Chriftian friend in the Lord, but to me 
f unknown, [received your kind, loving, and welcome 
Jeter, November 24. Being fo loft in wonder and furprife, 
that | know not how te exprefs my ‘cll, or form my letter to 
you as God’s diftributor to the poor of his flock with all your 
Chriftian helpers : the Lord the Sp.:'r help me to indite, and 
guide my poor hand in trutheeeh have an enemy ftands at my 



































back, whofe no. 


aa Chri 


Letters fray 2 poor Minister. 
neis Mr. Pride, and alks me 


itian Minifter, ftaie my eft ( 


rable) to the Church of Cirifttian friends 


od refits the Proud, and gj 
id him in the Lord’s Rame, b 
Mercy on the aMicted ang 


ar friends Will not feorn Me becaufe of a 


Viv dear Sir, had you broushe IN Your kind 

Our brea ft Would have heaved Cur Cheeks blufhed 
y »y > 
“Ss dropped, wh tie you Would have éx¢ 


fupnofe 
your ey 


My Yrother | 


en ill for almo 


» Windy 


ith hyftezic fits; and We have no 


——I have a POOr fick and Weak 


it fourteen Years of the rher 





how J Can for. 


it being fo une 


YES vrace untg 
"Sone ; for the 
am perfuaded 
Ly Poverty 


laimed, “* Alas 
wife, who has 
Matiin in the 


Cholick in her breaft, dropfy in her legs, and 


/ 
~ 


‘hing to Put in 


cr 


er mouth befide 2 little Waters; but the Water of Jife jc Very 


Ui! almott four y 
ittle or Nothing 


Or he p 
Che coy 
armers 


£0 put him a 


Ord w 
Who is 


~—I have 
Nery is fy 
Pay off 


Cars in a decline, and I am ab} 


for hers but Cry tothe heay 


PPrentice is out of MY Power; | 


» Who has been 


Ul hear MY Prayers in his behalf] have another boy, 
at fervice in o Armer’s place, but his Waves 


cizhteen, 


~~ 


are fo low, he Ca 


all is o; 
On, and 


his Majetty 


” POOr, whom 
thing, as they are loaded with large families, and fome of 


ONOt as yet do for himtlfM 
ly fixteen Pounds per annum, (the Lor, 


linen, both for beck and bed, to fay I have none 


Would he truce, f 


Yyct we 
righteo, 

Mm 
thankfy 


are happ 


UC tO fay yoy Would aor th. 
OF We are eXcecdiag! y bere o 


Yto be clothed With the c] 


Unefs of the faints, 


oft bled 


nk me fop if, 
tate 
P tose artic 


“an linen, the 


Privilece 4 God make me Fumble ang 


llé_wAs for my bedding, my dear f; lene, | muff bep to 


fed ; but 


thisuS can lay, through divine Erace, the 


the ProicQour 
* " 


hel, 
wee 




















Jt 



























452 Letters from a poor Minister. 


is God and his angels, the canopy his Almighty goodnefs and 
providence: but [ have a bed, homely ag it ts, and my dear 
ord was pleafed to go without one for, it. ees Pik more 
Jove cml thanks to my dea- Jefu:, who procured all my ‘avours 
with his precious blood !— Vy family, as to clothing, are but 
very middling, but blcfl'd be Ged for what they ieee —As 
for our yearly fare; breakfatt and fupper are chicfly on a lit- 
tle tea, if we gan get it; if mot, cn mint tea and bread, end a 
little cheefe or butter, if it con be had; but very feldom are 
we favoured with it, Our dinner in the Spring and Summer 
is chiefly on creffes, falt, and bread ; cabbage and fali, and a 
Jittle butter, when it can be had; yeta dinner of herbs, where 
the love of God is, is better than a ftalled ox with ka ai and 
ftiife therewith. But my friend, the Pafchal Lamb, though 
eaten with bitter herbs, {weetens every thing we enjo , blet 
fed be my God! Sometione es in the Summer we have garden 
beans wi falt, carvots and falt, but little meat; for | think 
I can fafely fay, we have not had four joints of meat in our 
houfe thefe ten months; for, my friend, where muft it come 
from? My firing ftands me in almoft tour pounds per enrum, 
and my houfe and garden two pounds per annum ; coals and 
every thing is fo very dear in this poor bare county. In the 
Winter, our dinner is potatoes and fale; on that I have dined 
this day with my fam ly. hisis our yeaily living, and blef- 
fed be God for this! QO, my friend, although 1 am often 
ftraitened for bread on earth, I hove thro ush grace, I fhall 
never want water in hell; O, the happy thought !—As to 
my affairs they are too bad to fr eak of, but | cannot hel 1D | If, 
and what I am going to fpeak is true. I am behind hand in 
the world almoft cighteen pounds, and moft of it for bread, 
fome of it for other things; but the farmer that ferves me, 
fees when I receive two or three ouineas I take it him, and fo 
he bears with me. This is the Lord’s doing, O! may it be 
ever imeattiate ii in my eyes!—I am almoft feventy-f our \ears 
old, in health pretty well, but exceedingly weak; my wife is 
fifty-eight years; but fhe, poor thing, enjoys but a very poor 
ftate of health. The Lo: ‘d prepare us both for a happy end ! 
Amen. Sir, I muft now tell you the price of provifions in 
our county, and then you will not be furprized at my debt, 
Wheat, before harveftiiwas a/. ys. and 3/, 8s. per bufhel. 
Barley ‘15sand ve: per budhel: and mow » wheat i is at 11. 34 
ee. 
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and 1/. 4s. per buthel; barley at 4s. and 15s per bufhel ; 
butter in the market 191. and 20d. per pound; falt butter in 
the fhops at 14d, and 153. per pound; cheefe in the market 
at 81. and g1. per pound, and in the (hops at 11d. and :2d, 
per pound; potatoes 7s. and 8s. per budhcl.— The Lord have 
mercy on the poor, and take away all our fins, which are the 
caufe of «ll our forrows !Dear friend, the poor are familhing 
to death! and now it is no wonder! am fo much behind hand 
in the world; “but I hope the Lord will deliver me,” 
Pfalm xxxiv. and xxxvii. ver. 3. and twa laft, with many 
more of the Lord’s bank-notes, he will furely accomplith, 
Now, my dear friend, I have given you a true ftate of all my 
affairs, and the Lord knows it is true. 


My wife and children join in love and thanks to you and” 


all our dear friends in the Lord, praying God to blefs you in 
all chings and reward you. Such is the earneft prayer of your’s 
dear Sir, in the bonds of eternal grace. 


; Signed C. and A.—_— 


rrr eon 


To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


REV. SIR, 


With fincere pleafure I fend you another letter from the 
Rev. C. B. whofe affeQing circumftances are defcribed in 
the Jaft number of your Magazine, page 52. He is one 
of the feals of the late Rev. G.vWhitfield’s miniftry, and 
an Evangelical minifter of unblemifhed chara&ter. Tho’ 
74. years of age, he walked laft year fixty miles from his 
poor habitation (according to his annual cuftom) preach- 
ing as he went, in the moft obfcure parts of the country, 
Surely fuch a labourer in the Lord’s vineyard fhall never 
be furfaken by Him. 

Iam, Sir, youi’s, 


PHILEMON. 


February 5, 1804. 


i, 
‘ 


a Pe. ee 


— 
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To Mr. G———. 


L— T— H—, January 27, 180r. 


“J called upon the Lord and he heard me, yea he took me out 
of many waters, many forrows have encompassed me about, but 


jj 2? 


the Lord hath delivered me cut of them all, 


My very dear and invaluable Friend in the Lord, 


EING fo amazed at the Lord’s providence, and your 
goodnefs, with all your helpers, that I am at a lofs to 
form my poor mite of love: may the Spirit of love and truth 
guide my heart and pen! My dear Sir, having with tears 
offered my poor mite of gratitude to my dear and heavenly 
Father, I now offer my thanks to you and all my other friends 
under God, for thefe your unexpected favours, ‘This is the 
Lord’s doing: O may it ever be marvellous in my eyes! 
God give me a thankful heart! Of the box of rich bleffings 
we received, I have given Mifs W. an account. Many and 
rich they are, and have fupplied food for our bellies, and clo- 
thing for our backs and beds; the Lord reward both you and 
your helpers ! 

Dear Sir, I received your kind letter, dated Jan. g, 1800, 
but it came not to hand till the 23d, with a demand on my 
worthy friend, Mr. H. for 212 which we have received. But 
whence is this to me, that my God and his church fhould 
thus loek upon me, while many of our poor. fellow creatures 
are ftarving for want, and I and my family might juftly have 
been in the unhappy number. O Lord, why me, why me} 
My dear friend, | have been under thefe waters for fome 
years, and to all outward appearance could never have been 
rcleafed, my place being fo poor that the people can fcarce 
make provifion for the Lord’s table, fo I can expe& but little 
from them; and provilions fo exceffive dear for thefe five 
years, that fearing the Lord’s name fhould be flurred, I have 
laboured in my bed with conflicts, till my fhirt has been wet 
on my back: nay, fo have I fought with the Devil and unbe- 
Jicf; that I have walked the floor in the night, crying, “ O 
Lord, [ befeech thee deliver my foul.”’. Thefe two texts often 
followed me, Pfalm xxxvii. 3. and Pfalm 1]. 15. with many 
more: but the Lord hath raifed you up for my deliverance. 
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Indeed, fir, I fcored up my dear Lord a great debt, but I little 
thougnr that he had given orders to you, and my dear friends 
(unkeown to me) to remit it; but he knew both you and me, 
and my wants, aid now you under him, as the executors of 
his goodaefs, have remitted it with honour. Blefled be his 
dear name, and thanks to you the Lord reward you all, 
Amen! | 

And now, my dear friend, 1 will juft give you a Jittle 
fetch of what, under God, you and your helpers have done ; 
you have been the means of ftopping the mouth of an accu- 
fing Devil, dafhing unbelief out of countenance, treading care 
nal reafon under foot, fupplying the necds of the hungry, clo- 
thing the backs and beds of the nuked, croiling the books of 
creditors, ftop;ing the mouths of enemies, and mad@ me a 
wonder to all the country. You have fet a pear) intovall your 
crowns, delivered ine and my poor family as out of a whale’s 
beily, and once more fet our fect upon dry ground. Blefled 
be our God, and thanks to you, for once more my feenftand 
upon even ground. I| can fcarce write for weeping. Ycur 
favour juft cleared me from the world—we paid fi/icen pounds 
for bread, and the rett for other things. Men’s thoes are ten 
{hillings a pair; wheat is a4. 4s. and 1). gs. per bufhel; and 
we cannot have two pounds of bread for a tilling. OF for 
faith to truft the promif of my God! I hope he will yet de. 
liver mel have one favour to.beg, not to nourifh my pride, 
nor to pleafea vain fanc;—no; God forbid! tis for the glo- 
ry of God, to fend mea letter with all your names that have 


helnoed me, to rear up a monument im the hiftory ef my life,’ 


of God’s goodnefs ty your m_ans, to inferibe them as in a 
plate, for my dear childien to view, when I am dead a:d 
gone; how a covenant-keeping God did deiiver their poor 
father,°and fupported them according, to Pfalm xlviri. 1a. 
“That they may tell it to them that come after.” O! my 
dear friends, let me beg a fhare in all your prayers for.us; and 
Kow, my dear friend, fuffer me and my poor family as on our 
knees with tears in cur eyes, co bleis God for you, and that 
he may crown you all with every blefling. And now with 
tears farewell! the Lord blefs you all, Amen! ' 
lam your’s in the Lord, 


C.and A. Bi 
coe, 3 


ll 
men — 


or: bag 
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4.56 Remarks on Baxter’s Letter: 


To another benefactor, on the fame occafion, Mr. B, 
writes, ‘* when the box of bleflings came, I was fo 6verwhelm- 
ed with joy, that, as our people emptied it, | could only ftand 
and weep and peaife the Lord.” 








[ From the Chrifiian Obferver.] 
REMARKS ON BAXTER’S LETTER. 


N account has lately been publifhed of “ A revival of 

Religion”? in the State of Kentucky, attended with cir- 
cuimttances which render it peculiarly entitled to notice. A 
letter of the Rev. G. Baxter, principal of Wafhington Col - 
lege, dated the 1st of January 1802, ftates, that a year betore, 
the whole of that country was remarkable for vice and diffi- 
pation, and a majority of its inhabitants were profeffed inf- 
dels ; but that, tn the courfe of the fpring and fummer of 
1801, fuch falutary effeéts were produced by the preaching of 
the Baptifts and Prefbyterian Minifters, that Kentucky be- 
came an uncommonly moral place. ‘ A profane expreffion, 
it is faid, was fcarcely heard ; a religious awe feemed to per- 
vade the country; and fome deiftical characters confefled, 
that, from whatever caufe the revival might originate, it cer- 
tainly made the people better, Its influence was no lefs vifi. 
ble in promoting a friendly temper,” whilft a f{pirit of lively 
and fervent devotion was univerfally prevalent. 

Thus far we rejoice with every true Chriftian, in the ef- 
fects which appear to have been produced: they are the pro- 
per fruits of Chriftianity. It is, therefore, with regret that 
we find the account to contain fome things which are open ta 

objection. 

‘Affemblages have met for focial worfhip in the open airy 
confifting in fome cafes of 8, 10, or 12,000, and in one in- 
ftance, of 20,000 people ; it became neceflary for feveral mi- 
nifters to officiate at the fame time, in different parts of the 
fame congregation, and many of the hearers wandering from 
preacher to preacher, an appearance of confufion and diforder 
was created. 

The length of the worfhip feemed another extraordinary 
circumftance. ‘ The people,” it is faid “ after they were 
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difmiffed, fhewed a ftrange reluCtance at leaving the place ; 
they generally continued fome time in the meeting-houfe, in 
finging or in religious converfation.” At Cane-Ridve they 
met on Friday and continued till Wednefday evening, night 
and day, without intermiffion, either in public or private ex- 
ercifes of devotion, and with fuch earneftnef:, that heavy 
fhowers of rain were not fufficient to difperfe them. On 
other facramental occafions, they generally continued on the 
ground until Monday or Tuefday evening ; and had not the 
Preachers been exhaufted and obliged to retire, or had they 
chofen to prolong the worfhip, they might have kept the peo- 
ple any length of time they pleafed.” 

But by far the moft remarkable circumftance was, “ that 
the people began to fall down in great numbers under ferious 
impreflions, even during the moft folemn parts of divine fer- 
vice,” exciting, ds might be expected, univerfal aftonifhment, 
anda curiofity which could not be reftrained. Many crowd- 
ed round the individuals who had fallen, in order to fee how 
they were affected, and thus impeded the fervice; until at 
length, “ the falling down became fo familiar as to excite no 
difturbance. When perfons fell, thofe who were near took 
care of them: and every thing continued quiet until the wor- 
fhip was concluded. At Cane-Ridge facrament not lefs than 
1000 perfons fell proftrate to the ground, among whom, it is 
added, “ were many infidels.’* At another facrament, “ the 
number that fell was thought to be more than 300.” 

The account given by Mr, Baxter of this phaznomenon ‘s 
2s follows :—“ Immediately before they (viz. the people who 
fall down) become powerlefs, they are feized with a general 
tremor, and fomctimes, though not often, they utter one or 
two piercing fhrieks in the moment of falling. Perfons in 


this fituation are affected in different degrees ; fometimes, 


when unable to ftand or fit, they have the ufe of their hands, 
and can converfe with perfeét.compofure. In other cafes they 
are unable to (peak; the pulfe becomes weak, and they draw 
a difficult breath about once in a minute: in fome inftancec, 
their extremities become cold, and pulfation, breathing, and 
all the figns of life forfake them for nearly an hour. Perfong 
who have been in this fituation have uniformly avowed, that 
they felt no bodily pain; that they had the entire ufe of their 
feafon and reflection; and when recovered, they could relate 


qi 
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every thing that had been fajd or done near them, of which 
could poffibly fall within the r obfervation. Perfens have 
fometimes fallen.on their way from public worfhip, and fome- 
times after they had arrived hcme; and in fome cafes, wher 
they were purfuing their common bufiuefs on their farms, or 
when retiréd for fecret devotion. Numbers of thoughilefs 
perfons have fallen as fuddenly as if {truck with lightning $ 
many profefl-d infidels, and other vicious characters, have 
been arrefted in this way, and fometimes at the very moment 
when they were uttcring blafphemies against the word. This 
falling is commou to all ages, fexes and Charaéters.”” 

We have felt confiderable relu@tance in bringing thefe 
Stranze tranfactions to the knowledge of our readers, but con- 
fidering ourfelves in fome degree ple edged to afford die a cor- 
rect account of the ftate of religion, we did not feel at liberty 
to overlook fo material a piece “of religious intelligence. We 
fhould conceive, however, that we ‘failed in our duty, if, 
while we exhibited the faéts which have taken place, we 
omitted thofe comments which a regard to truth, and to the 
interefts of religion feem to us to require. We deem it the 
more neceflary to do this, as the editors of the Evangelical 
Magazine have ftated that account of Mr, Baxter, from 
which we have given extracts, and which they have given at 
length, to be the mo@ correct, judicious, and fatisfactory they 
hove feen, and have not expreficd their difapprobation of any 
of the circumftances which we have related. 

In this reprefentation of Mr. Bax:er’s account we can by 
no means coneur; for, to fay no more, he feems to us to re- 
gard fome appearances, which are of a verv doubtful end fufs 
picious nature, as marks of converfion. The ftrange cccur- 
rence, for inftance, of falling down, is fpoken of, not 
merely asa weaknefs to be tolerated, but as an effect to 
be rejoiced in of the prefence and power of God. No doubt 
feems to be exprefied refpefting the real converfion of thofe 
who thus fell down; and although the circumftance of falling 
down ts not made the only evidence, yet it is brought for- 
ward in {uch a manner as to imply, that it muft be regarded 
as no very doubtful evidence of the operation of divine grace. 

We are too well acquainted with the weaknefs and incon- 
hiftency of man, to argue, that fuch extravagancies may not, 

ta certain cafes, attend a real'change in-a man’s religious 
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ftate ; but to regard them with complacency, as proper indi- 
cations of fincere converfion, is, on the moft favourable fup- 
pofition, to fubftitute mere animal feeling,—the effe& of fym- 
pathy or fomething worfe, in place of the folid ‘and effential 
graces of the Chriftian character. If a man is taught todate 
his converfion from the period of his falling down, that ftrange 
évent will naturally acquire a vaft importance in his eyes. — 
He will defpife the more flow.and ordinary methods of in- 
ftruction, and he may even be influenced to continue in his 
former ignorance, by the circumftance of his having a fingu- 
lar and {urprifing tale to relate, which, whilft it is confidered 


as placing his converfion beyond a doubt, may, notwithftand- 


g, tend to generate conceit, and fpiritual pride; and by 
rendering him high-minded, may lead toa relapfe into fin, 
and perhaps to a final apoftacy. 

Let it be remembered, in confirmation of the view now 
given, that very violent emotions are generally found to be 
fhort-lived. The Rev. Mr. Edwards, Mr. Berridge, Mr. C, 
Wefley and others, who had an opportunity of narrowly con- 
fidering the fubjeét, were of a fimilar opinion, and it has de- 
rived confiderable fupport from occurrences which, within 
the laft ten years, have taken place in the Weft-Indics. The 
writer of thefe remarks has himfelf known many who have 
fuftained, in what they were taught to conceive the moment of 
their converfion, bodily emotions of a fimilar and no lefs yio- 
lent kind; but truth compels him to ftate, that though fome 
good moral effects accompanied the event, inthe end both the 
religion and the morality entirely difappeared. Such, indeed, 
may be expeéted to be the effect of eftablifhing unfcriptural 
tefts of converfion. 

It may alfo be remarked, that the appearances fpoken of by 
Mr. Baxter as fupernatural, appear to us to be perfectly na- 
tural. ‘Ihe fympathetic nature ofall violent emotions is wel] 
known to thofe who have ftudied the moral and phy fical con- 
ftitution of man; and, in the cafe under confideration, there 
are many things likely to increafe its power and prevalence, 
When men are made to believe that falling down is a fu re, or 
even probable proof of converfion, they readily yield to the 
impafhoned tones of the preacher, and encourage in them. 
felves a fympathy with thofe who feréam and are falling down 
around them. ‘This is true; efpecially of weakly and nervous 
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perfons; and the want of fleep, long faftings, protra@ted at- 
tendance on divine worfhio, as well as crowded cudiences; 
muft greatly add to the ef ct. Mbumft rs, therefore, ought to 
be very fyar ful of ufing language which may le:d uninformed 
or enthifiattic minds to rezard fuch things as a probable ins 
dication, and {till more as adce five proof, of converfion, 

It is a well known fact, that, in general, thefe {trange emo- 
tions are not fo involuntary as they appear to be; for it has 
ufually been found to be very eafy for the preachers to reprefs 
them, when they are inclined to do fo, 

Having already ex.cnded this article to a great length, we 
fhall now bring it tea clofe. Buc let us firft requeft any ones 
who may doubt the juftice of the preceding obfervations, to 
weigh well this queftion, Whether he can afcribe toGod, the 
God of order and wifdom, fuch wild and diforderly effects as 
have been defcribed ? May they not even be the devices of 
that enemy who is emphatically called in (cripture, “ the De- 
¢eiver’”’ of the world, who would thus delude men into a falfe 
eftimate of their foirveual ftate, and alfo bring into difrepute 
the coinmon, but far more valuable eff &s produced by the 
zealous and faithful preaching of the Gotpel ? 








[ From the New-York Miffionary Magazine. | 
BAXTER’S DEFENCE. 
Wafbington Academy, Sept. 9, 1803: 
Mr. Davis, 

N a late number of your Magazine, I obferved a publica- 
tion taken from the Chriftian Obferver, which contains 
fome fevere, and I think not very exndid remarks on my let= 
ter re(pedting the Kentucky Revivals However unpleafant it 
may be to enter into a public controverfy, particulary on~this 
a [ feel myfeli called upon by that publication, to’ cor- 
re&t fome of its mifreprefentations ard erroneous ftatements. 
The moft important charge which that writer makes againft 
me, as the author of the letter in queftion, is, that I have 
brought the falling down as a certain teft of true religion, 
and have expr: ffed ** no doubt refpecting the real converfion 
ef thole who thus fell down.”’"—To refute this charge, 1 fhall 
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theorics which I have feen on this fubject, I think that the 
moft untenable which afcribes thefe phenomena wholly to fym- 
pathy. ‘The fympathy of fuch a theory is like chance in athe- 
iftical fyftems ; it has a great deal to do which it cannot poffi- 
bly do. However, as this is the theory which the Chriftian 
Obferver has efpoufed, I fhall examine it a litle by the. com- 
mon rules of philofophizing. Let it be remembered, that in 
all our refearches into nature, no fecond caufes are to be ad- 
mitted, but.fuch as are known to exilt, and fuch as are fufh- 
cient to account for the effects affigned to them. It is cer- 
tain that fympathy exifts in a greater or lefs degree in every 
mind. So far then, and I think no farther, the Chriftian Ob- 
ferver is on good ground for it is equally certain, that fym- 
pathycannot account for the extraordinary appearances at- 
tending. the weftern and fouthern revivals. I prefume it is 
agreed, that /ympathy is that principle of our nature which en- 
ables us to partake in the feelings of others. And when an 
object is prefented to excite this principle, and draw it into 
exercife, it is impoffible to fay how far it may go, or what ef- 
fects it may not be able to produce. If I fee an object in 
diftrefs, fympathy may communicate a fimilar diftrefs to my 
own mind; and by this principle, every paffion, and perhaps 
many of the diforders to which human nature is hable, may 
be tranfmitted from one perfon to another. But as fympathy 
cannot operate without an object, it never could have begun 
fuch a work as that in Kentucky: and fhould the work once 
have ceafed for a few hours, fympathv could not again have 
brought it into opération. All therefore that ean with truth 
be conceded to-the friends of this theory, 1s, that one perfon 
fhould have fallen‘proftrate under religious impreffions, ano~ 
ther fympathizing with him might alfo have fallen. But 
what occafioned the proftration of the firft ? Here it is evident 
that another caufe muft be fuppofed, wholly diftinét from fyme= 
pathy, and fuffictent of itfelf to account for all the phenomena 
in queftion :—And this caufe muft have begun the exercifes 
at every fociety or publi¢ meeting in which people have aétu- 
ally fallen. But ase is not only unneceflary, but alfo unrea- 
fonable, to multiply @aufes at this rate, fo fymipathy fhould 
not be introducedat all-imfuch cafes, unlefs when in the pros 
grefs of the work, we. difcover the evident fymptoms ef its 
prefence, 
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But although I do not deny that fympathy may have fome 


influence in almoft all revivals, yet'many things have attends 
ed the falling down in Kentucky, for which it cannot account. 
It would hardly be fuppofed to operate much on® deifts and 
profligates, whoattended with the profefled*defign of ridicu- 
ling the work: men do not often fympathize with what they 
hate, and thefe people were not “ readily yielding to the im~ 
sreffianeil tones of the preacher, and encouraging in themfelves a 
Jjpathy with thofe who were fereaming and falling down around 
them.” Sympathy could not oecafion the exercifes of thofe 
who fell in their own houfes, or on their fagms, or when reti- 
red for fecret devotion. But perhaps the hardef cafe of all 
would be, that of a perfon arrefted in fleep. Suppofe a per- 
fon to lie down in his ufual health, and awaking tuddenly in 
the night, without any dream, to find his body powerlefs, att 
his mind crowded with the moft feridus ideas refpeéting reli - 
gion.—I am credibly informed that fuch cafes have occurred, 
and could fympathy account for them ! 
But the Chriftian Obferver does not appear fatisfied with 


his own theory, for in the conclufion of his remarks he tells y 


us, we muft not venture to impute thefe diforderly effects to 
the God of erder, and that we fhould rather confider them 2s 
the works of the devil. but I would with to know: here, 
whether it be fuch a criminal diforder for people to fall down 
when they are not able to ftand? And if fallmg down be fuch 
an aét of diforder as cannot originate from a real work of 
God, ought we not to doubt the religion of Daniel* andé of 
St. John, + and alfo the converfion of St. Paul.{ But before 
e impute this work to the devil, let the following fats be 
well confidered. When this wonk proftrates the infidel and 
the profligate (as it often docs) they are conftrained to’ pray 
like the publican, God be merciful to me a finner.”” They 
warn their old come yanions of the danger of their formef prin- 
ciplés and practices, and tell them that nothing but the reli- 
gion of Jefus can give eafe to a guilty confcience, and fecure 
their prefent and future felicity. And numbers who began 
their reformation from incidents of this kind, have now con= 
tinued for fome years to fupport the characters of fober, hum- 
ble, orderly, and exemplary chriftians. Let any man read 


* Dan. x. t+ Rev. i- 17. { Acts ix. 4. 
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his bible, and then afk himfelf whether thefe things can be 
the work of the devil. What, indeed, has the devil to do to 
annoy deiftical minds with diftreffing apprehenfions of their 
guilt, and make them pray to the Almighty in the language 
of gofpel penitence? 

But the Chriftian Obferver fuppofes that ‘ thefe ftrange 
emotions are not in general fo involuntary as they appear to 
be, becaufe it is very eafy for the preachers to reprefs them 
when inclined to do fo.” On my part I am fully convinced 
| that thofe in Kentucky were generally involuntary, and I 
| er ftate the following reafons for my opinion : 

. Becaufe there was no fufficient temptation to counter- 
feit them: they were not thought to be any teft of real reli- 
gion, and conferred no particular eclat on the charaGters of 
their fubjects. 

2. Becaufe ignorant boys and girls who were the fubjeéts 
of it, often perfonated the converted finner or triumphant be- 
Jiever, more naturally and pathetically than perhaps the beft 
ftage-ator in the world could have done it. 
| 3. Becaufe a very large proportion of thofe who fell were 
H decided and profeffed enemies of the work: and numbers of 
1s thofe were arrefted and laid proftrate at the very moment 
they were reproaching others for falling. ‘To illuftrate this 
point, I fhall exhibit a fingle inftance, out of a multitude 
which might be produced. “Two perfons attended, on a {a- 
cramental occafion, to make their remarks. They feparatcd 
in the congregation, but met again after the worfhip was 
concluded, and entered into converfation on the fubjeét. One 
of them faid he thought it muft be a work of God: the other | 
haftily replied, “ 1 am perfuaded it is a work of the devil.” 
He had fearcely fpoken this fentence when he felt his whole 
fyftem unnerved; and tumbling headlong off a log on which 
| he had been ftanding, narrowly efcaped giving his head a fe- 

f vere ftroke againtt a tree. 

| 4. Becaufe it frequently happened, that fober and elderly 
profeflors of religion, who were not enemies of the work up- 
on the whole, but oppofed the falling down as a diforderly 
matter, were among the firft victims of its power, when the 
revival came into their neighbourhoods. 

Becaufe in fome who fe Il, pullation, breathing, and other 
{ymptoms of life difappeared for a confiderable time. 1 was 
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not myfelf an eye-witnefs of fuch cafes, but had information 
of them from good authority. | 
Thefe reafons, I truft, will be thought fufficient to juftify 
my opinion; though I am fully convinced, that it is impofli- 
ble, by any reprefentation, to give fuch fatisfaory evidence 
of the involuntary nature of thefe exercifes, as a candid fpec- _ 
tator would obtain by the aétual examination of them. But 
I will.further remark, that the Chriftian Obferver feems to 
have formed his opinion on this fubjeét, from his acquaintance 
with certain denominations of chriftians, who voluntarily con- 
vert their worfhip into a fcene of uproar and diforder, on 
purpofe to encourage, and, if poffible, to produce extraordina- 
ry affections of the body. But I canaflure him, and the pub- 
lic, that the appearance of things in Kentucky were very dif- 
ferent. “The people there, fo far as I had an opportunity of 
obferving them, met with gravity and compofure; the minif- 
ters proceeded to.conducét the worfhip in the ufual way their 
addreffes indeed were often ferious and pathetic; but there was 
nothing wild or extravagant in their manner of reprefenting 
divine truth. In this ftate of things the people difcovered 
great affection, and began to fall down, though without any 
noife, fuficient to interrupt the worfhip. After the congre- 
gation was difmiffed, attention was paid to thofe who had fal- 
len; who fometimes exhorted their friends, and recommend- 
ed religion in the moft affe€ting manner; but in other cafes 
requefted the prayers of the clergy for themfelves. After 
prayers, hymns were generally funy, and perhaps an exhorta- 
tion given fuitable to the occafion. Thefe things appeared 
in a great meafure unavoidable. To have left the people ly- 
ing proftrate and helplefs on the ground, would have feemed 
cruel—to have refufed praying for them when requefted, 
would have been more crue]}—and not to have heard them 


when recommending religion with a degree of earneftnefs al- 


moft inconceivable, could hardly be thought decent. ‘Ihefe 
things, however, were what the enemies of the work called 
diforder. But it may ftill be a queftion, whether ali this 
would appear diforderly to the Supreme Being; more efpeci- 
ally as it took place after the worfhip was concluded, and was 
done, fo far as I could judge, with fincere views to edification: 
—~And I firmly believe, that if a facred regard to the apofto- 
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lic precept, ‘ Let all things be done decently and in order,” 
could have prevented thofe bodily exercifes, they would not 
have prevailed in Kentucky, I donot remember. to have met 
with any Prefbyterian there, either of the clergy or of the 
laity, who had not felt ftrongly prejudiced againft them on 
their firft appearance. But when they faw them force them- 
felves into their congregations under the ufual means of 
grace, and fuch as they thought it their duty te employ for 
the edification of the church, what could they do? There 
certainly was no way to put an effectual ftop to the falling 
down, but by forfaking public worthip entirely, or at leaft by 
fuppreffing every thing which had the-appearance of lively 
devotion. 

The Chriftian Obferver makes a number of remarks in the 
effay under confideration, in which [ donot fully comprehend 
his aim. He appears much difpleafed with the people for af- 


fembling on facramental occafions, to the amount of ten, 


twelve, « or twenty thoufand—for dividing themfelves into . 
parate auditories, and having the worlhip conducted at differ- 
ent ftands at the fame time, and for c ontinuing fo long upon 
the ground. Thefe things, together with the falling down, 
are comprehended under one general cenfure, but whether 
the writer eftzemed them all equally bad, cannot be eafily col- 
lected from his publication. 

As to the falling down, if that were.a criminal matter, on 
whom fhall the criminality be fixed? The clergy appointed 
their facraments as hey thought moft convenient, and if the 
people chofe to attend, to the “number of ten, twelve, or even 
twenty thoufsud ; | do not know that any one was in duty 
bound to prevent ‘them. And when the aflemblies became 
fo large that one minifter could not addrefs them, what could 
they have done better than to erect different ftands at fuch 
diftances, that the fpeakers might not interrupt each other, 
and conduct the worfhip at different places—-and with refpe& 
to encamping on the ground, that was a matter of neceflity, 
however it might correfpond with their inclinations. If peo- 
ple at a diftance chofe to attend facraments upon fome of the 
moft important theatres of the revival, where they knew the 
neighbourhoods could not pofiibly sckormmed ate all the ftran- 
gers, they were certainly not to be blamed for bringing their 
waggons and accommodating themfclves. And let it be re- 
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[ For the Weftern Mifionary Magazine.) 


LINES, 


Occafioned by the death of the Rev. Davin Smiru, one of the Edi- 
tors of the Weftern Mifionary Magazine, who departed this life 
the 24th of Auguft, 1803.—Infcribed to his Widow. 


7% length the voyage of life is o’er ; 
He’s gone, and will return no more ; 
(Releatlefs Death has clos’d the fcene :) 
No more the words of Truth impart, 
Or {peak peace to the wounded heart, 
In Gofpel language, mild, ferene. 


A faithful Shepherd o’er the theep, 
His Master gave in charge to keep ; 
He watch’d them with paternal care: 
He pointed out the road to Heav’n: 
Of pard’ning blood, and fins forgiv’n, 
He fpake, and bade them not defpair. 


He’s gone! yetah! why fhould we mourn, 
Or wifh that he could fill return ? 

Has not Kinc Jesus call’d him. home? 
There to enjoy the fruits of Faith, 
And triumph in his Saviour’s death, 

For endlefs ages yet to come. 


Thus all the children of his Grace 

Will ffand before their MAKER’s face, 
And each receive the Victor’s crown 

Amidft the fhining ranks above, 

Where ev’ry heart is tun’d to Love, 
And fin and forrow are not known. 


Then thou, the partner of his cares, 
Ceafe, ceafe to weep—dry up thofe tears ; 
Grieve not as thofe who have no //ope : 
Look up to Gop ; on him depend ; 
The Orphan’s Guide, the Widow’s Friend; 
He’ll fafely keep, and bear thee up. 
te Thy Maker is thy Hufoand” fill; 
Be then refign’d unto His will ; 
Rely on His fupporting hand : eo 
His Promife is forever good : 
*Twas made in Mercy—feal’d with Blood s 
HIMSELF is pledg’d that it fhall ftand. 0. 
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